LOVE
than metabolic, it is also individualistic. The individual,
apparently opposed to society, yet gives society its
inner driving power, and society by its internal develop-
ment itself brings about the individuation of its units.
Insect society here contrasts with human- There has
been a regression to a relative immortality. The
workers have all been desexualised. They have lost
their individuality 'and regressed almost to the status
of somatic cells. The strange rapport between members
of a hive or formicary is not surprising when we
think of them as virtually all parts of the one body,
daughter cells of the queen. But this same regression
and de-individuation produces stagnation as com-
pared with human society- All powers of change and
individualism are concentrated in the genetic change
of the few sexual members. It is therefore a slow
change. Insect societies have almost ceased to live.
Immune from the changing and yet living hand of
time, they have achieved some of the dull immortality
of the diamond.
In human society, however, the endless war between,
individual and economic relations, between love and
metabolism, is the source of endless soaal advance.
Sexuality, because it gave rise to individuality, also
helped to give rise to consciousness. Metabolism (or
productive forces) changes from age to age, and this
change imposes a tension upon productive relations.
But this strife, extending throughout society, is felt
in a characteristic form in the sphere of man's feeling,
in his consciousness, for consciousness is basically
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